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I. Date to be taught, Length of lesson, Grade level, Subject topic 

Wednesday, October 30
th

, 2013, 60 minutes, Fourth Grade, Literacy/Social Studies  

II. Standards (from ILS or Common Core)   

CC.4.W.9 Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Draw evidence from literary or 

informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

RI.2.5  Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, 

glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information 

III. Objectives (SWBAT) and Academic Language: Vocabulary and Language Functions   

Students will be able to: 

• Locate different text features within the website to help them locate key facts. 

• List key facts of the country or state from which the monster part came from. 

• Explain the information gathered in the “presenter’s chair” 

Academic Language: 

Vocabulary: text features, captions, bold print, links, tabs, icons, index 

Language Function: identify, search, explain 

IV. Materials needed for the lesson 

• Times for Kids magazine  

V. Instructional technology used in the lesson  

• 2 classroom computers 

• 1 classroom laptop 

• 2 Nooks 

• 1 Kindle  

• Monster Webpage http://www.smithclass.org/proj/Monsters/index.htm 

VI. Management techniques for student behaviors, attention-getting, classroom signals 

• Clase, clase 

• Cool Cards 

• Clip up/ Clip Down  

• Yakety Yak  

VII.Instructional Delivery 

 A.  Introduce the lesson (activate prior knowledge) (6.1) 

 “Boys and girls today we will be learning about informational texts and websites. We have 

just completed the Monster Project and today we will be doing research on the website. 

Each one of you had a part that they either worked on with other classmates or on your own. 

We know that this monster project is very special because we come together and work with 

people all over the world to create this monster! We will be skyping with our friends in 

Russia. Who had descriptions that came from Russia? We will be doing this on Halloween 

Day! We will also be video messaging with our friends in Taiwan to learn about their 

culture! Today you will learn about the text features and how this can help us learn more 

about our friends around the world!  

1. Instruction and modeling (explain and demonstrate) (6.2) (6.3) (6.4)   

 “Raise your hand if you have ever read a Times for Kids magazine…What can we find in these 

magazines? Is it a fiction or non-fiction text? It’s non-fiction because we learn about real things 

right? Fiction refers to make-believe or fantasy stories. Well let’s look at the text 

features…What is one text feature of this magazine? (I will be flipping through the pages of the 

magazine while asking the different questions. The table of contents is definitely a feature 

which can help us when we are looking for information on a specific topic within the magazine. 



If I was looking for information on what photosynthesis, what page would I look at? What are 

these sentences under a picture called? Remember we created our own when we saw pictures of 

students’ lives in Mexico. Captions good job! They help us understand what is happening in the 

picture. What is a glossary? It kind of works like a dictionary it tells us what a certain word 

means. These words are usually BOLDED in the text, what does bolded mean? Sometimes 

important words are not bolded, they may be highlighted or in italics. Point to a heading, what 

does it tell us about the paragraph? What are other text features you see? What is the index used 

for? It gives us specific page numbers where we can find important terms. Now  put your Time 

Traveling Hats on, we are going to travel back to the research we did on Africa. What features 

did you use on the websites that helped you find information faster? We’re there words that you 

could click on which took you to another page? That is called a hyperlink which means that 

when you click on that key word it will take you to a page that is related to that. Did you see 

illustrations with captions? Yes you did, text features are found on websites as well. The 

monster website has a lot text features that will help you do your research. You will be divided 

into six different groups which means there will be how many in each group? Some of you may 

have had descriptions that came from a different country or state. Each team will do research on 

the part of the world that you will decide among yourselves. I know that you can vote on one 

region that you would like to do research on. When you have decided you will use the website 

to find information. You will use a worksheet to document every step you have taken using the 

text features. Think of this as a game, you must record every step you make that will lead you to 

win that is where you find the information! You will write down what words you clicked on, 

what headings helped you and the information you learned. You will need to find information 

that you think is important because you will discuss this in front of the class. I do want you to 

specifically write down the latitude and longitude of the place you have done your research on. 

We will be learning about latitude and longitude next week so it is very important!  

2. Checking for Understanding 

• What is the text feature that is written below or above a picture? 

• If I was looking for the word photosynthesis, where would I find the page number? 

• How can the text heading help us understand the paragraph below? 

3. Guided practice       

“Boys and girls we will be using the two classroom computers, the laptop, the two nooks and 

finally the kindle. The webpage is already up on all of the devices. You will work together as a 

team to find the information you need and remember that you must write down on the 

worksheet what steps you took. You should list the information in a way that you will 

remember. Each team member needs to write down the information. When you have finished 

doing research you will present to the class the information you have gathered on the country or 

state. This means that you need to work as a team and figure out who will say what and in what 

order. You will explain what you’re informational page would look like if you had made one.” 

4. Independent/student practice (5.1) (5.2) (5.3)  

The students will be divided into six groups; there will be four students at each group. They will 

be able to choose the country or state that they would like to do research on. I will go around the 

room and ask them what their country is to make sure that no group is doing the same one. They 

will fill out the worksheet using the monster website and text features. They will work together 

to identify what they will be presenting in front of the class. Each group will present their 

information to the front of the class. The class will sit around the “Presenters’ Chair” as we 

listen to the group present. 

5. Procedures you will use during the lesson to accommodate the specific needs of 

the two atypical students and other students with similar needs.  These 

procedures should be inserted at the point they will be used in VII above. 



 5.1 Student #1 will be paired up with two low performing and one high performing 

students. He has been paired up with Student #2 a lot during the last lessons. This will be a good 

way for him to transfer all his energy and help students who he has not worked with yet. He has 

improved on leadership skills and this will help reinforce that as well.  

 5.2 Student #2 will be paired up with a high performing peer who she has not worked 

with yet. The other two members are average students. This will help Student #2 learn and 

collaborate with different students rather than just Student #1.  

 5.3 Student #3 will paired with students who are shy and need a little boost of energy. 

He has shown to have higher self-esteem as he answers more questions than before and has lost 

the fright of being in front of the class.  Being in this group will help build leadership skills and 

he will also be learning from them.  

6. Classroom management procedures that will be used to ensure that the lesson 

proceeds smoothly, efficiently and without confusion.  These procedures should 

be  inserted at the point they will be used in VII above.   

6.1Clase, clase will be used to signal that a new lesson will be starting.  

6.2 Cool Cards will be used to reward for those students who are on task and being 

polite.  

      6.3 Clip up/ Clip Down will be used as a reward for those students who are working 

 and collaborating with each other and as a punishment for those students who are 

 not on task and have been asked to get back on task more than twice. 

6.4 Yakety Yak will be used when I need to get the students’ attention or when the 

noise level as gotten too loud.       

7.  Closure – show how your students will do an end-of-lesson review of the main 

ideas. Students should be actively involved, not just a teacher review statement. 

“Boys and girls what have we learned today? What was one text feature you used? How did the 

hyperlinks help you? Did you stay on one page or did you move onto different ones? We have 

learned so much about informational texts and web pages! This is a life-long skill that you will 

be able to use when you go to Ingersoll and throughout high school and college and even after 

that!     

VIII.  Formative assessment tool/checklist/rubric used to measure students’ achievement 

of the objective(s) of the lesson. Assessment should be attached (use a variety of 

assessments).  

 I will grade the worksheets that the students used to do their research activity. I will use the 

following checklist to grade the worksheets and the presentations.  

Students’ Name Listed at least 4 

text features 

Listed 

information on 

the country/state 

Identified the 

latitude and 

longitude 

Presented the 

information to 

the class 

     

 

 
 


